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Island
SARDINIA

Species name (Family)
Ophioglossum vulgatum L. (Ophioglossaceae)

Common name
Ofioglosso comune, lingua di serpente (ltalian rg)yedder's-tongue (English name).

Plant description

v" Ophioglossum vulgaturis a terrestrial, homosporous, perennial fern, &30tall, with a single sterile leaf.
The spike consists of a variable number, betweeantid40, of segments on each side. The rhizomsuially
short, erect, bearing one, rarely two, fronds. Trbed is simple, entire and ovate, 2-5 x 3-12 crithvan
adaxially placed, fertile spike, showing 15-50 spwjia on each side.

v" 0. vulgatumis a geophyte, the sporophyll sprouts out in Apuike and wind is its main spores dispersal
agent.

v' This taxon grows in several sites such as bogs, damp saretlsneadows, moist woods, sandy beaches or
hillsides, in Sardinia occurs at 600-900 m a.Brom a bioclimatic point of view, the species canréferred
to the Lower Mesomediterranean, Lower Subhumid cEBanic Weak.

Distribution

O. vulgatumis grassland species distributed in the tempeegi®ns of the Northern Hemisphere Particularlythie
Mediterranean islands it is present in Corsicate;glalta, Sardinia and Sicily. In Sardinia, thisongrows in two
small populations (less than 50 reproductive plaetspopulation) located in “Funtamela” (Laconi, )aRd “Gedili”
(Jerzu, NU) localities.
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Legal status
O. vulgatums not listed in any international, national ordboegulations.



" CARE

. MEDIFLORA
N IN SITU CONSERVATION - SPECIES INFORMATION SHEET

Main threats and conservation status
According to the IUCN Threats Classification Schdiviersion 3.2) the main threats for. vulgatunin Sardinia are:
v/ 2.3.1: Nomadic grazing. This is the main threagetfhg the Sardinian populations, mainly due tavaibars.

v/ 2.3.2: Small-holder Grazing, Ranching or FarmingisTthreat could affect the conservation statushef
species in Sardinia.

This taxon has not yet been assessed for the IUCN Red Li&@alal level. At regional level, Conti et al. (199
catalogued this species as Critically Endanger&) (€ Sardinia.

Conservation actions carried out in the CARE-MEDIFLORA project

Fence protection was built in order to protect tmty small population at Funtanamela locality ir tBarcidano
region. Fence protection was also realized in the site near the old historical population, foun®018, to prevent
the grazing of wild animals within an area manapgdthe Fo.Re.S.T.A.S. Agency. Each plant of theohisal
population has been labelled for future monitoraivities. A monitoring plan of the fence protectiand the
population site was elaborated and started in gp2idl7. Monitoring activities in the “Funtanameladpulation
measured the number of reproductive and juvende&ituals and evaluated the effectiveness of thedegorotection.
First monitoring year survival was high inside feaced area. After the end of the project, the hooimg activities
will be continued, ensuring the long-term sustailitsitof the in situ actions.

Photos

Left: Ophioglossum vulgaturdetails (photo by Carlo DessRight: Individual ofOphioglossum vulgaturtphoto by Giuseppe
Fenu).

Protective fence foDphioglossum vulgaturfphoto by Carlo Dessi)..



